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Madame de St. Point,
Distinguished Social

Philosopher and Poetess,
Argues That Our Servants
Are Still Essentially Slaves
and That We Must Replace
Them by Business Employes

By Mme. Valentine dc St. Point
The Brilliant Parisian Poete6s and Grandnlece of the Great Lamartine.

IN ah nations of the white race,
whether In Europe or America. th<-re
Is a crisis known as the "servant

question." a crisis which Is exceedingly
distressing and continually prows worm*
Instead of better.
Every domestic seems to detest his or

her master more and more and all 111°
employers exhibit a growing distrust of
their servants. The two classes are now

Irreconcilable enemies whom social
habits have forced to live together, hach
side accuses the other of being the solo
cause of the trouble, lioth are equally
wrong. I'ike all oth^r social troubles.
this on*1 cannot be imputed to any par*
iin]hir rla-s. Tho ovil is peneral and th*
..auhe of the evil is general also. It arises
from the very nature of modern life.
, The negative virtues of devotion and
resignation which made a good servant
In othor days exist no longer. In life as

the serving classes accepted it formerly
there was no place for the slightest de¬
sire of liberty or for the many wants

which are now increasing from day to

dav. Such humility cannot exist in mod¬
em life. Formerly a horn* and food guar¬
anteed by the masters answered all the
material requirements of servant?. \ cry
small wages meant luxury, a little store

of money to be set. aside for the future.
To-dav the most untrained maid is am¬

bitious to dress herself exactly lik* her
mistress. Her needs, her tastes and her

rjoclres are the same; the debtee o*

flnemcnt alone varies. Small wages are

entirely inadequate to satisfy any of the

girl s ambition?.
From these conditions there has arisen

in Kurope a system of larceny among our

servants disguised under various pretty
name?. The nominal wages are noth ng

compared to the commissions collected
on all kinds of purchases, which vary
from small sums up to very larg* ones n

pha?e of the money which passes through
their hands.

The Modern Servant
a Rebel in the House.
The master who feel that their prop-

rrtv is being devoured in spite of nil the

rfforts they make to prevent it can have

no confidence in these hostile creatures,

who are vet familiar with their most.

pn\ate anair*. who are slanderers by
habit and who feel obliged to drag their
employers morally in the mud. in order to

~ unit thev the servants, are ill*r^,»d Th" wrraSl is «" «l*tf »
stranger in the house where ho lives,
now then can we expect that he should
regard otherwise than as an enemy the
rrnployer who spoils his llf°*

d\mong the servants ol foimer days
the humiliating side of the
forcotten in the sense of duty and <lt\o_
t ion which made tnem take the paU of
their masters in everything for the sake
of the pood name of the family. It seemed
,o Uion, that a HICK- ot thin cno.l »»»

belonged to them, and this moral ideal
raised them above the purely material
slate of domestic service.
To-day these old feelings no longei

exist. The servant shares the material
life of his master but has no sense ot
moral unity with him.
' The trouble arises because we have
retained ancient habits and customs, and
have not changed them to suit tho
changed ideas of the present day. The
political and legal rights which have
been conferred by the system of equal-
itv have been put Into force. The cor¬
responding duties are less attractive. They
have not yet been fully defined. Ser¬
vants are no longer servants, but yet
.hey are not anything else. For the mo-
jnent they are only parasites, lodged with
n master who has become for them an
enemv to be envied and despoiled.

The excessive individualism which pre¬
vails prevents them from being interested
In the affairs of their masters but leads
Ihem to pursue their own interests with¬
out. remembering that, most often it
would be more profitable to make one
agree with the other.

Aristocracy established long ago a sys¬
tem of slavery which was in harmony
with Its ideal. Democracy has not yet
solved the problem of replacing that sys¬
tem. Present-day domestic service is
only a transient and defective state of
slaves, bearing the most sumptuous
slavery. True servants always have been
slaves. The "good servants" whose ser¬
vices we enjoyed up to the beginning of
the nineteenth century were the direct

descendants of (he andont slaves and
differed from them In no essential re.

spect. Our "bad servants" of to-day are
still slaves In outward form, but revolt¬
ing more or less successfully against
their condition.
In the luxurious 1 if«-. nf Oriental. Greek

»>r Roman antiquity slaves abounded.
They formed the majority of the inhab¬
itants of a State which was ruled by a
v<tv restricted elite. For these privileged
persons all sordid and material cares
were unknown. Kvery necessary ser¬
vice of the household or the care of their
persons was faithfully performed by the
slaves. At every step of the master a
slave attended, trained to yield absolute
obedience. At meal times innumerable

A French 1'rint of the Eighteenth
Century Showing a French Lady of
Title Hcin£ Assisted Out of lied in
(he Morning by Her Maid.

dishes, moved among the guests, satisfy¬
ing or anticipating every desire.
As the slaves had been thoroughly

adapted to their existence they did no;
suffer from it. They were ignoram of
any other ideal and they were happy.
Their ambition did not go beyond a pos
sibie enfranchisement which might make
them small tradesmen ond which would
change their condition very little. They
worked with good will for the benefit of
the master, because they know that they
profited by it. When tiie master grew
rich their labor decreased, because the
number of slaves was proportionately in¬
creased.
A certain hierarchy of duties was es¬

tablished among them in which various
abilities might achieve a certain degree
of comfort and leisure. In this aristo¬
cratic social life material wants were
much more restricted than with us, both
for the masters and the slaves. The
masters did not trouble their minds with
material requirements, which they left
entirely to their slaves. All their pre¬
occupations were of an Intellectual, sen-
sual or aesthetic nature. They lived in
and for beauty, demigods for whom their
slaves multiplied time and created per¬
petual leisure.
From this point of view, slavery was

an element of civilization of the first im¬
portance. if the .Mediterranean civiliza¬
tion, which we have inherited and with¬
out which our world would be very dif¬
ferent from what It is to-day. had not ac¬
cepted slavery it would not. havo de¬
veloped so magnificently as it did. In
an age when speed did not exist, when

Roman Slaves Driving the Beasts Hack to Their Dens
After the Spectacle."

Pnhilinn hi/ ¦/. L. Heroine.
Slaves wore the first domestic servants. In the. early apes it vas the customof the conquering armies to bring hack the men, women and children ot thedefeated foe and hold them in servile bondage. Nothing was too menial, nothingtoo abhorrent or dangerous for the slave. Thus the slave performed every require¬ment of household, domestic and personal service, .and was sent into the bloodyarena to amuse the master.

Mme. de Saint I'oint contends that this old theory of slavery has conic on downthrough the ages and prevails to-day in the relations of mistress and servant inour modern twentieth century civilization. This picture below illustrates theprevailing idea now that nothing is too servile for a household servant to be madeto perform. 1'he average red-blooded American youth, if given his choice betweenfacing the lions in the arena and attending to the toilet of a pet dog, would probablychoose to be found in the picture above on this page rather than in the photographprinted below.

Ogden I>1i lis I .caving Her Carriage nt the Newport Casino with Footman Caring for Her Pet Dojr.
stojim. electricity and perfected machin-
ifry had not. como 10 multiply the handi¬
work of man. tiiose who were ihinkers,
inventors, artists, discoverers and cre-
'ators would not have bpcn able to work
so effectively ;is they did if their tin.o
ha«I boon taken up by tho material cares
from which tho slaves saved them. Tito
progress of civilization would, at lea*',
have been infinitely slower.
Without slavery the great public, works,

highways, bridges, aqueducts, circuses
and temples, which were the necessary
elements of ancient civilization, could not
have been executed.
Thus, what is considered a monstrosity

by our modern minds, impressed with
equality and liberty, was, in another a^e.
a thin;; harmonious, useful, capable <>f
freeing human thought, and for these rea¬
sons perfectly moral, when the conditions
of the time are taken into considera¬
tion.
So complete was the submission of the

slave that he expected to be beaten or
killed when he displeased his master,
and he oven pave his life for the amuse¬
ment of his lord The gladiators who
killed one another for the amusement
of Roman society were, a class of ser¬
vants.
Even in those days there were oca-

fdonal yearnings for freedom in tho
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breast of some exceptional slaves Spar
tarn . a gladiator of the Rouian atvnas.
led a wonderful revolt of the s!;;\ rs or
servants that (Jelled the Roman author:
ties for years. Ho was a great pioneer
of equality, but lie was far ahead of iiis
time.

fho idea of personal faithfulness to
death was always part of the idea! of
domestic service. In the days of our
grandfathers a Rood servant was ready
to be heal en and killed in defense of his
master's interests.

Constant, attention to the bodily needs
nf the master is an essential character¬
istic of slavery as of true domestic
service. We see the slaves scraping and
massaging the bodies of their lords and
ladies in - the Roman baths. The in¬
timate cares, which were required of a
servant in our luxurious eighteenth cen¬
tury life in France, were not less a
form of slavery titan the Roman kind,
and the one who yields such service
must, always bo a slave.
As long as an aristocratic ijleaI ruled

the relations of men, as long as a clearlydefined hierarchy kepi every man in tli«*
class that his father belonged to; iu fact,
«*is long as one was horn a noble or a
bourgeois, an artisan or a slave, domes;tic Rorvice, taking the form of a com*
parative slavery, was possible, and eon-
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tributpel t<> the development of civiliza¬tion. '

Hut as this ancient aristocratic idealhas changed since the French Revolu¬tion. obliterating progressively differ-¦puces in social condition and destroyingeaste. and ending in the modern <lemo-eratic idea of equality, domes!ic servicolias become repugnant. Domestic serviceimplies a veritable bodily service, whichis the negation of all equality of rightsand of personality.
The .abolition of slavery was a logicalact and an inevitable affirmation of thedemocrat if ideal, hut to be consistentwith itself and in harmony with all itsprinciples democratic society ought to

suppress domestic, service.
We shall reach this point before longfrom force of necessity, with or without

a change in the laws. It is better to facethis question at once and 11 ml a rationalsolution for it rather than to tlounderabout in our present miseries It isbetter that every person should educatehimself and be able to do without theridiculous domestic service of 10-day.which is a parody of slavery and results
only in degrading morally the masterand servant.

While the servant trouble to veryvexatious among the old nations ofKurope, where a certain class still _de-

.- i-T

votes Itself nominally to domestic
service, the trouble in, America is raueli
greater.

It. is natural that the Tebrl* who
created tne groat Republic should not
have founded a class of servants.
The emigrants driven later froir

European countries by poverty and at
tracted by the higher wages of America
are not disposed toward the narrow liff
of the sprvant. They are also cntirelj
ignorant of their calling. They submi
to it only as a temporary means o
existence, while they are looking fo'
r better opportunity to make a nev
career. Such persons can never mak»
good servants. i ney are lacking in ih*
essential quality of the servant . sub
mission.
As to professional servants from Eu

rope, there are too few of tliPin for th«
growing needs which the immense Amer
lean prosperity is creating daily. Thtu
it happens that among American servant:
ill-feeling toward their employers ha.'
been raised to the dignity of a principle. They bring to it a liarsh ill will
supported by a labor organization which
insures them against all risks. They arc
the true masters of the household. There
Is no end to their exactions, and will
bp none until you suppress them olio
gether.
America owes it to herself to suppress8domestic sprvice and show n method ol

realizing this capital social reform to theold traditionalist nations of Kurope. This
act would bp a worthy completion of the
struggle which America began in the last
generation for the abolition of slavery.No country is bettor prepared to findthe means of accomplishing this reform.The importance of club life in America,the great development of life outside thehome, suggest the methods that may befollowed. Americans must step forwardboldly and go resolutely lo the end. Thepractical sense and the thorough under¬standing of comfort, which characteriseAmericans, are guarantees that they willsucceed in this experiment.
The True Solution of
the Servant Problem.
You must suppress domestic service for,these reasons: 1. Hecauso the servant

has become unattached, and Is a 6trange
and hostile element in a united household
which he or she disorganizes. 2. Because,
the state of domestic, service or modified
slavery, not honestly accepted with all
its consequences, is degrading, like everyhypocrisy. Because the habit of al¬
ways; yielding to the caprices of servants,in order to avoid disorganizing the house¬hold every day, is cowardly and de^rad*,ins. I Because domestic service whichattaches one person to another and keeps!him constantly at his orders is humili¬ating to a being who wishes to be free, jTo do away with servants who beloneto the different ideals ami the luxuriousdomestic life of other days we must.: |1. Limit as far as possible the require¬ments of strictly personal service, wlrh-
out, of course, abandoning those which
are essential to the refinement of life.L\ Perform oneself such domestic work
as does not occupy too much time andleave the rest to non-domestic specialists.'3. Organize life in common on a co¬
operative basis so as to replace by ma¬chinery much that has been done at homeby hand.

-t. For all work that cannot be don*by machinery, replace the present ser¬
vants by business employes. Everyapartment house or dwe Iling bouse shouldhave a series of specialists who look afterthe nceifc of all the occupants.
As long as domestic service is not su'v

pressed slavery will not have been abol¬ished. It. Is to America to give slaverythe finishing blow.
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